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@overnment property to private nse is a form of offl-
alal dishonesty which has long prevailed (o a greater
er less extent in nearly every department of the
public service. Instances of it sre as familiar to
wmdmummvordm Cabinet and
Bureau officers in Washington have for years used
the horses and carriages belonging to the United
Btates for private purposes, and still do eo, in spite of
the fact that Attorney-General Williams's landaulet
wost him the position of Chief-Justice of the Bupreme
Court of the United States. Bome of the same offi-
@ers have rooms in their houses richly furnished at
Government expense, on the theory that they ought
%0 be provided by the United States with the mecans
of transscting business at home.

The employment of the Government work-shops,
Government material, and Government labor for
the manufacture of articles for private use has also
Been common. It used to be asserted that under
former administrations of the Treasury Deparfinent
drawings and plans for the private residences of
Government officials were sometimes prepared in
the office of the Supervising Architect, and furni-
ture for private use was also manufactured in the
Treasury cabinet-shop. It is believed that under
Becretary Bristow's administration nothing of this
kind has occnrred.

The work-shops in the Navy-Yards have always
‘been used to some extent for the purpose of private
manufacturing, and in some of them regulations
bave been established by which this can be done in
eertain cases, and the Government be fully reim-
bursed. In the Washington Yard this is sometimes
done in the following way: An order from the
Chief of the Burean of Construction and Repair for
the manufacture of & certain article is obtained.
This is presented to the proper officer of the Yard,
who issues an order to the proper foreman with in-
structions to keep a strict secount of the material
msed and the labor employed. When the work is
completed the paymaster of the Yard is paid in ac-
cordance with & biil prepared by the foreman who
did the work, and vouchers for the material and
labor so used are made out in triplicate. One is re-
tained by the paymaster, one by the foreman under
whose direction the work was done, and one is sent
%o the Burean of Construction and Repair in the
Navy Department. It is doubtful if there is any legal
suthority for using the Government workshops for
private purposes, even under these regulations, but
fn such cases the Government is reimbursed and
peally loses nothing.

High officials have been recently secused of using
the Washington Navy-Yard and the Government ma-
terial and labor for the manufacture of articles for
private use without requiring any account to be
kept or any other means to be taken by which pay-
ment could be made if it were desired. On the 5th
of February, some men formerly employed in the
Navy-Yard, who had the means of knowing what
they asserted, offered to prove that a splendid side-
board had been mude in the Navy-Yard for Secre-
tary Robeson out of Government material, and in
the main by Government employés; that the latter
had been paid by the paymaster of -the Yard, und
ghst no separate account of the material or labor

Monmouth Beach, N. J., via Long Branch boat.”
They also asserted that hundreds of dollars’ worth
of fancy boxes, picture-frames and other furniture
bad been made for private use, for which the Govern-
ment had never been repaid.

Recently s board, consisting of officers in the
Navy-Yard, was appointed to investigate these ac-
cusations, and the men Who made them offered to go
before the board and explain she whole case on four

conditions, viz. : -
1. That witnesses should be examined under
oath.

2, That one of those who made the accusations
should have the privilege of cross-examining wit-
nesses. .

3. The production of snch documenta belopging to
the Government as those making the sccusations
should consider necessary.

4. That the board should sit with open doors.

These conditions were not agreed to by the board,
and those making the mccusations withdrew, The
whole case reduces itself to this:  Either Secretary
Robeson is guilty of converting public property to
his private use, or there has been irregularity and
dishonesty in the Washington Navy-Yard., The
friends of the Seeretary believe the latter to be the
case, and while they would regret his want of dis-
cretion in using the Government shops for the
manufacture of articles for private use, even though
the Government hns been fully reimbursed, they be-
lieve it to be his duty to relieve himself from every
shadow of suspicion by causing the present investi-
gation to be thorough and conducted in public, so
that all the world may know what the facts are.
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THE FREEDMAN'S BANK'S AFFAIRS.
DIFFICULTY OF LEARNING THE TRUE FINANCIAL
CONDITION OF THE BANK—EFFORTS OF THE
jp COMMISSIONERS TO HAVE RESIGNATIONS AC-
CEFTED.
[FROM A REOULAR CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE. ]

WasHINGTON, April 8.—The Commissioners
of the Freedman's Bank have sbout made up thelr minds
that they camnmot escape the dutles assigned them,
namely, settling the affairs of the bunk and its 21
branches, Many of the bank's depositors are igmorant
colored people, and they still decline surrcndering the
phss-books, an action which greatly embarrasses the
Commissidpers. Every day develops eome strange

negotintions by the mnnnrgument in lending the bank
funds before ihe institution collapsed. Property bas
been sdvertised for sale at suction, In T
which Commissioner Lelofold states fe found among
the bank's records @ clear abstraot for the land; and the
Commissloners, In order to save property, are
compelled to attend the sale and purchase it until the
guestion of the true title and ownership in settled. The
Commissloners, even had they £600,000, which smount
déclare the

would be neoam:l‘r w first dividend, wounld
not feel warranted in so doing unless the Government
would came to their ald. Wha

they want is the asslst-
ance of all United States depositories, so that such divi-
dends could be paid at such places by schedule, Miutters
have not worked altogether harmonlously between the
old bank management und the ﬁnum:ilulunm glnee the
1atter were instulled in office. Th¥old managers have boen
free in their sugeestions of how things ought to be done,
and have not hesitated to force their uncalled-for advice
on the Commissioners. The latler gentlemen lave ex-
erolsed their own judgment in adopting sugrestions
other than thelr own to one another. The Commis-
sloners have a thunkless task, and the present prospect
of thelr seeuring nny material i looks
doubtful. They must secure thelr salaries

sesets of the Lank, and the Commissloners have about

L

cannot understand where thelir wm:r{ has . Mone
over the Commissioners stand with m{;ntlmu in
hind; but their resiguations cannot be sccepted,

ing to the Attorney-General.  The mllz way t.laeyhun -
tire from their Commissionerships is through s chancer,
court. The Commissioners are anxious to be relie

but they hold offices which, unlike most other Govern-
mental positions, there 18 a difficuity in abandoning.

A BEQUEL TO PENIKESE.

A GEOLOGICAL CAMP IN CUMBERLAND GAP.
HARVARD UNDERTAKES A NEW ENTERPRIBE—FROF.
SHALER'S ARRANGEMENTS FOR SUMMER INBTRUC-
TION IN GEOLOGY—CAMP TO BE PITCHED NEAR
CUMBERLAND GAP, KENTUCKEY. /
[FROM A REGULAR CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE.]
Bostox, April 8.—The success of the Agassiz
School of Natural History at Penikese has induced
Prof. N, 6. Bhaler of Harvard College to undertake &n
enterprise somewhat similar In its general scope, and
with such encouragement %s leads him to anticipate
the best results, Prof. haler is a native of Kentucky,
and also ita Btate geologlst—an ofce which is of greater
importance than might be expected, because the Btate
has a regularly organized surveying staff, made up of
men as able and efficient s can be found anywhere in
the country. Prof. Ehaler was the more encouraged
to carry out his idcas for $he very reason that he lad
this tralned body of men At his command, and because
the State of Kentucky afforded as good ground as could
be found anywhere for the location of a camp for geo-
logical instruction. The Governor of the State was
anxious that the school should lahed, and
promised his officlal co-operation with Frof. Shaler's ef-
forts. Cumberland Gap and the surrounding country
was selected particular.y on account of the eminent adl-
vantages it offers for the study of a great section of the
American Pal@wozole rocks, and of the structure of the
Appalachian Mountains. It affords every kind of sul-
Ject from the lower stones to the upper carboniferous.
The special object of the school i to teach students to
obkerve: therefore none will be taken amoug the 25—
which number is the limit—except graduates of colleges,
teachers or persons who give evidence of training suf-
ficlent to enable them to profit by the instruction. The
branches in which Instruction will be given are Phys-
feal Geology, Historieal Geology and Pilweontology,
Chemical Geology, and Topographleal Engineering, as
far as these are connected with geological
work. It is expected that there will be at ull times one
|ustructor, at the most, to four or five persons. Tlese
{nstructors will be, besides Frofessor Bhaler, Dr. Asa
Gruy, Fisher Professor of Natural History, Dr. Josiah
D. Whitney, Sturgis-Hooper Professor of Geology;
Raphael Pumpelly, Professor of Mining, and Walter
Faton, Assistant in the Zoological Labaratory of Har
vard, and the ro].lowfmz members of the Kentucky State
Surveg: Dr. Robert Peter, principal chemist, and we-

psountéd the most learned man in the United Btates
about solls 3 Juhn H. Tulbot (o gradunte of the Lawrence
solentie Sehool and native of Kentocky): Professor A,
K. Crundall of Kentuoky University, for many years at
Hurvard; Philip Moore and €. J. Nurwood, sssist-
ants; Charles Schenck and Willlmm Byre Page of Vir-
{uki, topographers, and Luclen Carr, archiologist. The
rue-lun tion to be given will be by no weans complete
and will be direeted expressly to the elucidation of the
sroblems furnishied Ly the area to be explored. Same
nstruction on the zoology and tmlun}v of the nelglibor-
ing reglon will probably be given to those who deglre it
There will be lectures in eamp, and excursions in parties
of four or five. The fact that this region belwecn Cum-

berland Gnﬁlnml Cumberlund Ford has never yet boen
ox::llurt-d will add very much to the Interest of the
students.

Another great advantage of going to this out-of-the-

togetler with the neccamary ack mules, for §108 & week
and he has fixed the fees ? nine weeks' tuition, use of
tents, camp equipage and transportation at only #50 In
sddition to s proportionate share of the cost of subsist-

ence.

As might have been expected, the number of & pll-
cants was far in excess of the number which l'uuls be
accepted, but Prof. Bhaler has been very careful not to
accept any too hastily, In order that persons wall fitted
for gich a school mi, gt not be left out. Should the camp
fultii expectations (and it is not easy to see how there
can be any such thing s failare), it 18 almost certalu that
the school will become & permanent institution, selecting

8 new place each year.

PRUGRESS OF A NEIGHBORING REPUBLIC.
—————— \’
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF COLOMBIA WITH OTHER
COUNTRIES—RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION.
[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESFONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE.]

Bogota, Feb. 14.—The remarkable progress
which Colombia has made duriug the last three years in
developlug her commerclal, agricultural, and mining in-
serests 1s suMcient warrant for the anticipation of still
greater strides In prosperity lu the future. In a geo-
graphical polnt of view it 1s the first of the Bouth
American Republica in import@unce, as it embraces the
Isthmus of Darien, the key to the commerce of the At-
lantio and Pacifle, Colombia 18 washed by both oceans,
fnd has important eeaports, embracing safe and eom-
modious barbors ou each. Colombia is divided lnto wipe
Btates and five Territories. The Btates arc Antloqula,
Bollvar, Boyaca, Cauca, Cundinawarca, Magdaleos,
Panama, Santander, and Tolema., The Territories are
Bolivar, Cosanare, Goufirs, Frovidencla, and San
Murtin, - Tuly embrace, an ares of  territory
of about 800000 sqhare miles, with aun esti-
mated populafion of more than three milllons.
Bugar, cotton, coffee, rice, tobacco, quinipe, Dalsaws,
indigo, and dvewood abound, while on the table lands
of Bogota, potatoes, apples, and the cereal products of
the temperate gone flourish, In mineral resources
Colombla possesaes great and unlimited wealth. Her
rocks and mountains teew with gold and silver, copper,
1ron, and precious stones, while they ure underiaid with
strata of conl, snd her salt mines, now rudely worked,
yleld lurgs revenue to the country.

Her commerclal relations are with England, Franee,
Germany, aud the United States. The proportion of
trade, however, that falls to the shores of the lutter, her

most natural ally and nelghbor, is comparatively insig--

nitlcant, Her cotton, tobucco, and Ivory nols go to
Europe, while ber copper, hides, bulsaw, quinioe, and
dyewoods are divided between Europe alﬂl the United
Biates, only a small portion, however, to the latter. OF
Ler mmports, her dry and faney goods, hardware, liquors,
paper, &c., are drawn from Eoropean markets, leaving
provisions, soaps, &c., to be furolsbed by the United
Btaten. Formerly Carthogens and Sapta Martha were
ler ehlef ports on the Atlaotie coast. Colon, though &
Colombian port in {Ihlcllt‘r. way be considered ns bhav-
ing no comiuerclal importance in this republie. Through
the two former & large purt of her merchandise and
products passed : bt durfug the last three or four years
# #triking change has been wroughs, Now the port of
Bavanilla, until within & short time unknown on cliaris,
has become the rendezvous of foreign steamers. By
conneetiug this port Ly rallroad with Barranquilla,
A thriving city with o present population of nearly
20,000, situsted ata lower terminus of the Magdalena, 15
wiles distant Inland, grewt slpping fucilities bave been
opened, and & vast awount of busiuess has been diverted
from its old chanpela.  Five powerful lines of steamers
pow ply between this place and Europe, and one of
these (owned in Europs) between Havanlils and New-
York semb-monthiy. ‘The question of changing the
custom-house from Bavauills to Barranquills 18 being
agitated, nud 11 the change be made the business of this
flourishing gatrn; eity will be wmatertally increased.
Ou the Paciflo Buenaventura (s the eblef port of entry
and Is visited by two lines of steamers, and a raflroa

s belng constructed frow this point to the Capes H.In-r_

of the Republie, and Dr. Perez, now President, are both
progressive men, and have done mieh to open the eoun-
try by means of common roads and ral »,and to this
end various Government guarautees have been given

ihe State and Gepersl Governmeol. Among the radl-
roads projected sud now being coustructed 18 one from
the Bav of Busnaventars, on the Pacitle eoast, to the
Canca Yaley. 1t will open up s portion of countr no:

Iled in el te or rich

on the globe. A
1 ulso belug constructed by

an American rompany from
the capital of tie country, e beautiful City of Bogota,
o the Magdalens River. This will make communica-
tion pleasant and rapld between the Lwo most unportant
polota o the heretol and st p only
traversad by mules fadn with the merchandiss of the
world. The writer recently d over the road, count-
\ux on the way 4,000 mules thus laden.

With peace in the country, and the genuine deaire for

rogress which has received such an impetus duriog the
ant few yeurs, Colomlia, now comparatively unknown,
will be 10 udvance of all the South American republice
in commercial importance.

MR. FROUDE ON SUUTH APJBICAt

—
THE NEGRO QUESTION IN THE CAPE COLONIES—~A

MARVELLOUSLY RICH COUNTRY.
From The London Times.

On Saturday evening a public dinner was
given at the Westmiuster Palace Hotel by a commitiee
of merchants ana other weotlemen coppected Wwith
Bouth Africa to Mr J. A. Froude, the historian, on his
return from s visit to the Transvaal, Orange Eree Btatas,
Natal, and the Cape Colonies. The oceasion allorded Mr.
Froude au opportunity of statiug liig views oo the pres-
ent position of aftairs 1 those countries. He said thad
he Lad gone to the Cape bevause he was exceediogly
anxious to kuow how Fesponsible governwenis were
working 1o the Colonies where they had been eatablished.
Vurlous persons hisd prophesied that to grant self-govern-
went to the colonies wus o josure their being at no
very distant time separated from the mother country.
It bad seemed to him wholly incredible that, giving
them the government they desired, and fo removing ail

\osaible grounds of quarrel, woull teud Lo Aeparation.

rell, when he got to the Capo his mind was entirely set
abrest on that score. A few light words might nave
been uttered bere and there by people who did not
consider what they were saylo; buf, as regarded the
great body of the colonlats, he had pever met any class
of men—English, Seoteb, or seven Dutch—who wers
wore heariily attached to the mother country than bis
fellow-counirymen at the Cape. He had gone out to
ser what the country wus like, and baviug traveled
1,600 milea i male carts and io all eorts
of ways over the roughest of roads, he
believed thst, both for climate and natural
capabilitics, the country Wwas unmatched 1in  any
other part of the world. He did not kpeik of the enor-
mous mineral wealth just developed—tie dismonds, the
iron, the coal, the eopper, or the immense gold telds,
which bade fair to rival those of * Californis snd Aystra-
lis, though these mwust have the ereatest influence on
the future growth of the colony, e spoke of tha lm-
mense productivencas of the soll. 'T'he Surveyor-Gene-
risd of Nutal—a man not given o exaggeration—sald thut
the rough grasses thrown up by the soll, asd which wera
purped and wasted, were equivalent to the food of 12,000,
000 of human beings; and that Matal, if decently eulti-
vated, would support 60,000.000.  Tue Traosvaal
was Just the sawe, and e Neervasl probably
ricber. Therefore, whatever might be the political bear-
ing of thlogs, that country was quite certain here-
after to bLe the home of some great nation,
Huving giveo some 1llustratiovs of the marvellous pro-
duetiveness of the soll near Maritzbure, Mr, Froude re-
marked that, on the otbher baod, there wis uo couniry
whers the common vecessaries of lfe were dearer than
in South Afriea. A feed of corn for his borses cost 8s.,
wiik was 1s. & pint, butter 78, @ pound (even o the
centerof au agricultural district), cabbages 24 each, and
a8 much as 175 was pald for & slugle caulilower. Hoe
ditl ot lay the fanlt of that on the people of South
Afilea, but on the uuhup‘f:y position they atood 1n with
regard labor, That did not erise frum tbe want of
population, fur the population of the five pruvinoes of
South Alrica was quite as grewt, perhaps greater, thao
that of Australia, where provisious were cheap, It was
pot due tu apy want of energy in the white jubabitants,
aé any oue would say who spw What they did with
the resources they bad. It waa euntirely owiog to
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war, a8 lo our Kaflir wars we FOa800 10 kngy
sud 10 thelr warfare with the natives IDey were exgig
fouly bloodthirsty. In Natal there ware ooly 11y
whites and 300,000 of those With some 40,y
more of themw on ous sde, MOre 00 K00tae;
There waa also a lurge pumber in m&‘.-u 1a Tragy
vusl. Foralong tlme pssé they had
fu.na snd smmunition, sod hed had Earopeans to
bew. The white setilare, ‘are, codld ot bat jegp

on the black people around them with alarm
picion; the blacks lo turn looked

same feellngs; and no passion waa so certala to
collision ss mutual fear, a the Zulu did not wer
He heard st tho Cape that the natives Wwho came fryy

the Free States wore much better trained and betier
every way than the others. In the
natives were plainly told tbat the couniry Wi

and, If they came there, they muat live sccording
5 of those Btates, It was loposaltile to get Lbe uatiy,
question into s healthy condition until ther bhad g
system eatabliished throughous BSouth Africs, 1w
uatives were very sharp ; and as long as they looked o,
us and the Dutch s rivals between whom some dyy
there miglit be  quarrel, they never would Lo settie
but would go on collectiug arma 10 ho|

possegalon of the country or some part of It If alsd
erition with the Duteh eould not be now effccted, ag sy
rate, by some decent kind of good mabagement, s
conlg establish a cordial aillanos with them: and if g
were done, and & iast, ratlonal, aod uDiform $iatg
organiged for all thoss colonies, nov DALIVE Would the
thigk of rising, from the mouth of the Zambest dbwa
Tavle Buy.
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MEETINGS FOR CHRISTIAN WORK
To the Editor of The Tribuns,

St : It is proposed that & meeting on t
subject of Christtan work, similar to that beld in Aw
clation Hall on Good Friday, be beld on the re
Thursdays ta April. The meetings will be bLeid
occasions for prayer and addresses In relation to ty
pecessity of locreasiug personal effort ou the par ¢
lay Chiristians. Thne suggestion is very umely, Tuly
pot & day tor avy Chgatlan to stand wdle. There are g
doubt great numbers 10 ail our churches who woys

gladly devote » few hours 8 week In any Rood work,
they knew exactly what to do and how o do it La
this be shown them, The faithful presentation uow o
this great subject of persoval service Is Just the trumpy
eall needed to sdd thoussnda of Christisn Workers to i
ranks of those already io the fleld 10 the great waefus
acainst aia and sufferiug 1 our elty. Hespectfuy
yours, AN EPiscoPal CLERGYMAN
New- York, April 7, 1675,

NORTHERN MEN IN THE SOUTIL
To the Editor of The Tridune.

Sig: I am a Northern man, have been hen
seven years, part of the time o Government emply, |
and am kuowo as & Republican,  Yet Ieau't see that]
am treated one whit differently frow those who wepe bory |
bere. I am most cordially met by all elasscs whereve
1 go, and my relativns with the people of the ity as
very pleasasut, socislly, politically, aud 10 & busises
way. My partner and myself are known a8 Noriber

business men, and 1f we lose s dollar's worth of trade
by that fact it {8 something unknown to us,

This is written because fulse reporta wre contioually
being circulated North, sod [ desire that the god
people of the South whers 1 have made my home shal
Lave full {)uatlrr done at ieast at my hands. They sre
fairly entitled, in my oplolon, 1o far mors praise L
blame, You can make uny use of this you please, ouy
I don’t care to have wy nasme parsded out, as 1 aw osly
& pluin LusIDEss WD, el

Savannah, Ga., April 3, 1875

CHAS. W.

NASH &

CROOK,

Oyster, Lunch and

DINING  ROOMS

; 39 and 40 Park-row, New-York.

NASH.

.

J. H. CROOK.

WINTERE SCENERY AT LAKE TAHOE.

————

THE HEART OF THE SIERRA NEVADA.

EEMPERATURE, CLEAR WEATHER, BUNBET, AND
POG—A COMPARATIVE TABLE OF TEMFPERA-
TURES.

DFROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRIDUNE.]

Lage Tamor, Cal, March 14.—A newly
swakened interest in whatever concerns Luke Tahue,
Calfornia, renders facis cooflerning 1ta  atmos-
pherie and otber conditions peculiarly valuable in
peferencs to the fitness of the selection, in which the
@inking and intelligent masses upon the Pacific coast,
88 boust, take a decp Interest, Concerulng the state of
the atmosphere during the Sammer sesson no question
B raised;Mar otherwise, however, in relation to the
Winter season, from November to April

The ereat altitude of this lake, 6,236 fect above the
sevel of the ocean; 1te size, 300 or more square miles;
#ts depth, the purity of the water, and Its high, moun-
satn surroaodings, take this most rewarkable reglon out
of the line of comparison with any other lake on the
globe. To those conditiona, aud 1ta geographicul posi-
tion within the temperate sous, are to be attributed the
extraordisary atmospherio phencmena which are here
exbibited. Bummer tourists all express their admira-
tion of the scenery of Lake Taboe; but 1o my estima-
tlon it 18 more attractive in Wioter. Some who, from

baving visited Dboth, are qualified 10 pro-
pounce an  oploon, mesert that the Lake of
Geneva 18 tameé in  comparison with Tahoe.

The mountains have so sititude of from 1,000 to nearly
9,000 feet wbove tho level of the lake. The beavy snow
eovering, a8 viewed 10 the brililsnt suoshine and clear
stmosphere, brings out In bold rellef all promiueut
points, revealing the deep gorges aod cafious seurring
their siaes. The outlines are sbarp, and there is an
effoot of great massiveness which the softened tones of
Bummer lundscape do not convey. One pecuilarity of
Winter is the distinetness with which ohjects at s dis
tanoe are seen, aod thewr sapparent Dearoess, the decep-
“tiveness being remarkable.
Californla sunsets, which . bave been viewing 23
_years, resplendent as 8o mauy of them were, were all out-
done Ly & sunset on this lake lust Winter. The spow-
storm of New-Yeur's Duy continued 33 hours. Al last
the aky cleared, and the mountaius of the eastern shure
were left especially prowinent 1o thelr massive white-
pess. On the second evening afterward (Jan. ¢), duriug a
full half bour befors the sun set, s gorgeous sudje nchant-
tng scene was presented to the eye. Tue geueralf width
of the lake ls from elght to twelve miles, ils length
about 23; its depth from 1,000 to 12,000 feet, with very
few sboals. Upon the surfsce of tuis great boay of
peliucid water, as smooth 88 & polished mirror, the

eastern mountains osst tbe deflocled raye of a gold
durpiog sun; while the dome of the aky,
from borigon to seniih, wae ablaze with il

poncel vable tints—all reflected by the more than three
bundred rquare miles of lake; and tuis scens of fairy
suchantment lngered until finally the “sad gray” de-
Hvered it over 1o the deeper shadows of night.
Nature, as if to disport 1o various mood, gave us, on
the moruiug of January 6, i1674, the only denss fog I
have known here. It seemed to hanz &s & pall, ob-
seuring about two thirds of the upper portion of the
taios, aud was ken a0 a8 to give an idea that
their whole elevation was preseuted to view. A very
peculiar tooe of light Niumed the lake, which was in
fead calm, sod the whole had the effect of perspective
Hoes, dimimshiog 0 & ishi pu:ﬁl.[lvinxmldu
“of greas distance, and lendiog aiweird and awe-luspiring
sharacter to the scens. |A few days afterward an lutel-
Ngeut observer remarked to me that the laks looked
that morniog as If it were 100 wiles long.] 1t waa w0 me
8 polar scone that I watebod with upabated lnterest
doriug its continuaspce, Tusrmoweter Al 6a. m., W°;
S ooonu, #°: aLep. w,, 5°
Btoriny wealber s the exception. Ouat of 161 days,
during one of the severcet Winters known to white men
@o this luke, thore were only 2 stormy onea sud 4 va

other looahty present such an array of facts1 With a
coming storm the temperature usually rises, and I huve
observed that there has been no snow-fall yhen the
thermometer read below 20° por above 40° above zero,
and that the snow falls most freely at frow 25° to e,
The severity of Winter had passed by the widdle of
January, supposiug there was really any severity
Bbout it. And theu the pleasant weather herep how
bright, how eclear, how charming o every hu-
man sense! Inbalation Ilr delight, and existence iL-
self & luxury! This 18 dae fo the salubrity, elusticity,
and finely tempered humidity of the atmosphere, and
applies with much trutbfuloess to all seasous of the
vesr. To & cabuul vimtor at least, there 1 nothing un-
pleasant in belng surrounded by our heavy suow-bed,
and the erystallization of its surfuce by the Wirm rays
of the sun makes it ope grand fleld of sparkling brii-
limats, indescribably beautiful, Aty home—Curnelian
Bay—I bave scenu so little ice up to my preseut writing,
that being indulged m a little latitude of description, 1
would write that ot enough had been found to coul u
ir.--l.ll'ul of lemonade on a ot day in the valieys below,

t requires the aid of art, with watcllul care, Lo gecure
ioe fur Bummer use on the lake.

The * Explorine Expedimon to Oregon and North
Calitornia® led Col. Fromonot io the Winter of 18434
through the Csscade rauge and into the heart of the
Bierra Nevada. Ouo Feb. 20, 1844, the party encamped
1o & pass on the western summit of the Bierrs Nevada,
after baving boen for a wonth within two degrees of
Iatitude and oue degree of lougitude of Lake Taloe.
Col, Fremont kept s meteorologiosl record, which was,
with the parrsiive of hls eventful jourveyiuig and ex-
periences, printed by aothority of sn sct of Cougress.
Haviog this report at haud, I am evabled to make up
a cumparative table of temperatures ut mdwinter in
the Biorra Nevada of Califorobs, 184674, between the

rallels of north latitude 389 to 409, and of west longitude

9 90 10 120° 30°. The Winter of 154 was an open, ordi-
nary oue, whitle that of 1874 18 classed as one of unusual
severity, as a whole.
INd—-
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FRUITS OF THE TEXAS GRANGLES.
P See
ECONOMY IN BUYING BUPPLIES—COMMISBIONS BAVED
IN BELLING PRODUCE—ESTIMATES TO BE TAKEN
WITH ALLOWANCE,

(FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRIDUNE. )
Houston, Texas, March 81.—There are 850
Graoges In Texus, and yet Texas is not & Grange slrong
hold, lows bLas 2,000 Granges; MissouYl, 2,007 ; Oblo,
1,080 ; Tenuessce, 1,037, Iu the early days ol the move-
ment the rallylog ery was, “Down with the middle-
men!"” But sober afterthought has dqjspelled tbe lilu-
sjona which elung wrovnd the nugget of fact enveloped
in this idea. The Patronsof Industry, having come to
soe that * middlemen " are indispensable, have changed
sheir ory to * Down with the superfluous mMdiewen !
Thelr cfforts now are directed to the concentration of
their business and the reduction, so fur wa possible, of
the number of bands through which their supplies and
produce pass. With what results! tireat economy 1o
buying sud selling bas been claimed, but the stalements
bave boen vague sud unssusfsctory. Ii so bhappeoe

that facts besriug oo this point are patent in Texas.
First: lu regard to the purchese of supplies. The
tendency 18 Wwward & two-fold concentration of busiuess,
primarily inthe privcipal towns, secoudarily in the
hauds of the princpal dealers. While all merchants
ure wakiug ¢furts Lo cateh * Urauger trade ™ the lead-

Ing ones are really offering subetantial lnduce ments in
the shape of very desirable discounts, Tue prineipsl o
merchaule, by reason of their ample weans and facill-
ties for boying, can offer better terms than thelr weaker
neighbors, und ss the “ Graogers " are, beyond ques-
tion, well wwaure of thelr opportunities, the business 18
slowly settliog into the stropgest hauds Tuere pave
been sn unusaal numoer of failures duricg the past Fall
and Summer in &l parts of the country. It would be
intercsting to know bow many of them are due to thig
canse, [oonversed the other day with o Master of &
Girange in an ioterior conuty, He had come to Houston
to make arrangements for the purchise of his Grange
supplies. 1o his nelgbborbood ordivary flour cost §14
per barrel ; he bad Just purchased the same artioly for
§7 50. Nails, for which he bad pai! §8 per keg, and
starch wlich be had bouglt for 20 cents per pound, now
cost, respectively, 8 50 and 6] cents. The merchunts
Wt the seat of his Grange at the out=et Lad derided the
efforts of the Patrons of Tudustey, bat now he ausounoed
that be would go vat of business. This Is an iHustration
of o change that Is being wrought in all parts of the
State, aud perhaps the Union,

There 15 an analogons revolation in the sale of pro-
duce. Factors uud produce agents have litherto ob-
talned 2§ per cent commiss lon for sclling und 24 per
cent for pdvances on conslgnments. The Patrons of li“u
dustry in Texas have effeeted arrangements, ot with
adventurers, but with some of the most respousible
dealersin the State, for the total wbolition of the com-
missions on udvances together with the exchange on
drafte sent into the foterior, reducing the clarges oo
advaoocs to simple Interest at the rate of 10 per ceut
per anpumn, apd for the sale of their produce wl 13 per
cent. They nave also emancipated themseives from Ao
irritating exsetion that confronted them st small radl-
road towns, A farmer shippiog his cotton from one of
tuese towns bus hitberto been compelled to employ the
services of @ loeal mwerchunt st an expense
of from 25 to 50 cents per bale for ship-
plng. Now, howeyer, by an sereement Intely effected
petween the Executive Committes of the State Grange
aod the rallrond companics, any Patron mway take hig
cotton to the depot and ship it himeself, free of expense,
the raliroad agent being required to il up the blunks,
The eotton crop of Texas s 1 round Hgures 500,000
hales. The abolition of the sinele expense last namid—
25 cents per bale, Is generally 50 per cent less than the
actusl ehwrge—ineresses the aonvoal jueome of the
furmers §125,000. The savings In commisslons amounts
to aliout 75 ceuts per bale, sud to E75000 on the whole
orop, The advapces o0 cousignments average $0 per
tale 3 2 per cent on these auounts to 76 ceuts per bale,
Tu this wiy 75,000 is saved, aud there is & total reduc-+
tion of $975,000 ju tue expeuscs of Landilng the cottou
erop of Texns,

This statement, however, must be taken with some
Hmitations, First,all the plaoters of Texas are not
Patrous, to whom alune the benelils cunmerated acerue.
Becondly, all the Patrons bhave wot yet availed shewm-
welves of thess advantages, from (he tack that sl Lhe
Granges are wot 1o gvod working order, Perhaps &
fourth of that smount, or §118,750, will be saved during
the preseut season, and possibly eveu less ; bub there
cannol be & reasonable doubl that the eutire ecotton
crop of Texas will be handled pext year under these
eunditions.

A GENERAL PENEION LAW RJUGESTED.
Te ihe Kdilor of The Tribune.

Sir: Will you permit me to say a word about
the pension luws? Nearly fifty years after the Revolu-
tlonary war Congress grauted pensions to the survivors
of that war, and a few years ago to the survivors of the
waur of 1813-15, and there is now an eflort being made o
penslon the survivors of the Mexican war. 1 would
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PIANO-FORTES

NILSSON. 1 ahall take evers opportunity to recommend sod
prajee your inslruments.

KELLOGG, For the last aix years vaur Pianos have been my
eheier fur the Uonceri-room awd my owo Avuse

LUCCA. Yonr Uprighte are extracrdinary (usiruments aod
deserve Lheir greal success.

PATTL, I hiwve used the Pisnos of every celebrated maker,
bub grie yours (Ae preference over ail.

sTRAUSS, Your Pianos astonish e, [Aave pever vet seen
any Planos which rqual yours

WEHLI. Madame Pareva ealled vour Pisoo the fnest in

whe United Simtes. [ Uy indorse shat
opinlon. They bave no Rival anywhere,

Prices Reasonnble, Terms Eaay.
WAREROOMS :

Fifth-ave,, corner Sixteenth-st,, N, Y.

BODY BRUSSELS

CARPETS.

1,000 PIECES NEW GOODS
AT RETAIL,
81 30 1o 81 90 PER YARD.

GEO. E. L. HYATT,

473 CANALSST., through to 31 HOWARD-NT,

BUY YOUR

FURNITURE
W. GROSS & Co.’s,

EXUDELSIOR BUILDING,

216 TO 226 WEST 23D-ST.
WHOLESALE PRICES.

suggest, and bope you will sdvocals & general p
law, for the following reasons :
The soldicra, who were middle-aged men, in the British

wars, hud all, or nearly all of them, died before the pen-
sion laws were enacted. Meo who bave fumilies make
vater pncrifices In Joiniog the army thau slogle men

, and generally are poorer at the close of the war
than they were st the beginning,

My ides 1a that every mau WwWLo ferves the country In
thwie of war, either 1o the arioy of navy, should, when
he urrives at & certaln see, say 80 yeurs, be entitled o a
peusion. Under soch o law u soldier who was 8 years
of wge 1o 1861 would bewin drawing a peosion in 1576,
while ope who wias 38 years of age at that time would
reach the pension sge in 1886 ; wud those who were 25
years of wige in 16861 would reach the sume age in 1806,
and so s0. The oider wen would die  before Lhe
youuger wen beeame pensloners, and ua only s smull
uumber of men reach the oge of 80 years, there would
Gol e many pensioners ot suy one Lwe. w. -

(wmaha, Neb., April 3, LETS. S

mable oues, leaviug W8 cicar sod days, Cun sny

.

CONDENSED- MILK.

AMENICAN CONDENSED MILK COMPANY.
(OFPICK, Ko 205 EAST TWENTY SEVEN HsD. N Y.}
best, s wn by repart of Bosrd of Health, Fen 3, 18785,
Warranted alwars equal to standard made at request of Comwinsionern
of Charitlen and Uorreetion, by
Prol. CHARLES F. CHANDLER.

FIRE-PROOF BOILDING C0.
Fire-Proof Hollow Blocks, Hollow
Brick and Sidewalks,

B GILLET. Viee-Presidest ARTHUR BECKWITH, Architect
L. A TARTIERE, Superistenieat.

Pire-proof Partilisns erected in following buildings: Trbuse, Westers
Unlon Telegraph. Del. ard Huason Caoal Co., Beugott, Drexel, Stasts
Zeitong, Lenax Library, Equitable Lite Avsurauce, Hudson River . R
Freight Depot, Wiliinmaburgh Savings Bank, Westmioster Hotel, ke
They are sound proof, weigh no more than stad and |ato, sod cost but
A raroree! Cellings is Wesiera Uslos Tei

re-proef Ceilings in Westers Unlon Telegraph, Colambla Calle
47H Brosdwar and Harbeck Blores, anl |u u:_.?:. Reomeof Windesr:
:"'I'i."d New York Hotels, Ubarier [ustitute, Conusestal Baok
ote Lo,
Floors, with wooden benmn, protecied by one Wloeks |n Windsor and
‘Wummwr Honein, Colnmbia College, Vealody Moseum, ke

Floor arches between ron beams ot Tribuwe, Levex Lileary, Dela
ware and Hodson Csnal Co., stores 475 Broaduay, ¥ifir'seventh-at
and l"lfl.h-au.i. ke

The rate of losuranee been reduced 10 contn per $100 a1 15 Asa-

oot 110 Reade st | Bond-st e, atler our Fire beew
sd#-d l;! llr‘:l;tnum- BEReE Mg has
or Flat 8 protecied hy vor Flocks see Atlantic Saviegs
Bowery, coruer Filtv-seventhat and Fifllave, R,uul I]n:- l, :.-. Hesk,
E«Iwc covered at 475 Hroadwar sno Putaan House,

PRESERVED MILK, “ALDERNEY BRAND.”
e —
VERYTHING in HOMEOPATHY -
Eo il b s e Sy T
Dilations. Peljess, lﬂ:’l‘run":"n' WHCHHATRL Ol | e
QTRICTURE, Fistula, sud Piles radicaliy cured

2 wibeut keife, cxastic, of detestion from busivess | limpoirues,
wases ol Unsaratire Urgaas, Heary A Deniels, M.V 144 l.::l;lnall':

of Artibeinl Stone erecied ad M,
i ey pa bt amarouedk, See Uirt railesy
Inid a6 103 Fifth ave, Lesox Library
r.i;{ ru:nuu! “lbln. Balldng, ke
Tee-proul Laborers' Lottage, 5500 cuble feel eapacity ted fur

#1000, Te Huiders: Cementing Cellary and .\nhlrr.lrnwa:"fu

Uur Fire proof work has been  seeeplod and appreved be (e New
Tors Board of Fire l'n-lrr-nlu:rn and the Saveriniendent of Hoiltings

LUNAED F. BECEWIETH, I
OFFICE, 111 Baoanwar, Boum 124 ! —
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15th Year for

PYLE’S

OK

S O AP!

The Best in Use

Used and approved by The Tribune Company
Fvening Post, Graphic, New-York Observer, acé
thousands of distinguished hqusebolders and 1ust
tutions. Sold by Grocers everywhere, Orders b
mail promptly attended to. JAMES PYLE, Maoe
facturer, 350 WASHINGTON-ST., NEW-YORK

TIFFANY

UNION-SQUARE,

"
NEW-YORK,

Manufacture WEDDING PRESENTS of STER
LING SILVER, put up in appropriate and attract
ive cases, and also other articles for housebiold
in new styles and rich variety, presenting effects'®

chasing, engraving, and gilding in colors pot Lere
tofore produced.

KNABE

Grand, Square, ad Opright Pians

. Warerooms, No. 112 Fifth Avenne,

. 1 1 S
WM. KNABK & OO, BALTIMOEK AND NEW VYU =

THE ONLY

BABY CARRIAGE,

THE NOVELTY.
Beod stamp fde cirevlar 10

L. P. TIBBALS,

NEW TOY STORE,
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